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Props
large cardboard boat made from a cardboard box

(optional) long piece of blue voile material 

Story 

(4 girls can hold the four corners of the voile, and wave for it up and down for the storm 

 4 boys can take the parts of Jesus, Peter, James and John) 

This is a story from the Bible and it happened to Jesus a long time ago 

Jesus was talking to people on the beach. It was the beach by the side of a lake, not the sea. There was lots of grass there as well. Jesus’ stories were so interesting that lots and lots of people came to hear him. Soon there were lots and lots of people standing on the sand and all over the grass trying to listen to Jesus. Jesus was nearly pushed into the lake! So he said to his friends, the fishermen, "Please can I get into your boat?" 

So Jesus sat in the boat and he talked to all the people on the beach and on all the grass around. They all sat and listened to him for ages. Everyone could see Jesus properly now.  When he had finished, all the people went home. Then Jesus said to his friends, "Let's go over to the other side of the lake...” So they started to row the boat across the lake. 

Jesus was tired, so He lay down in the back of the boat with his head on a pillow and he went to sleep. When they had rowed to the middle of the lake, suddenly, the wind started to blow hard, and the waves started to grow huge, and a terrible storm started. And the wind blew harder and the waves grew higher. There was water pouring into the boat from the terrible huge waves. Peter, James and John were scooping up the water out of the boat as fast as they could. But there was just too much water! They were so scared! They thought they were going to drown. So they went to the back of the boat and woke up Jesus. They said, "Master, don't you care that we are about to die?" 

Then Jesus stood up in the boat, and he commanded the wind, "Be quiet," and the waves, "Be still". And suddenly, there was a great calm. The lake was calm and peaceful. The big waves immediately disappeared and the water was all still. The wind stopped blowing and the sun came out. 

Peter and James and John were amazed and terribly afraid. They were full of awe and respect at how powerful Jesus was. "Who is this man?" they said to each other. "Even the wind and waves obey him!"

 Puppet 

Ruth (calling)
Lucy!

Lucy 

(rushes out of bag and hides behind Ruth's other arm)

Ruth 

What's wrong Lucy?

Lucy

I'm scared!

Ruth

Why, what are you scared of?

Lucy

I'm not telling - you'll laugh at me.

Ruth

No, I won't - I was scared of lots of things when I was a little girl!

Lucy

OK then, I'll tell you. Now don't laugh!

I'm scared of spiders, 'cos they're and wriggly and wiggly and tickly, ugh!

And I'm scared of hoovers 'cos they make and loud noise and they might hoover me up.

And I'm scared of telephones, because you have to talk to a strange person.

And I'm scared of curtains, I'm really, really scared of curtains, because they just hang there, and they don't touch the floor, and there's nothing underneath them, and I don't know how they stay there. And sometimes the wind blows, and they flap about a bit and they might come and gobble me up.

Ruth

Is that all?

Lucy
And I'm scared of my teacher

Ruth
Well….. Can I try to help you?

Lucy
Suppose so.

Ruth
Well, there's a verse in the Bible that really helped me when I was growing up. It's just a little verse, and it says, "Perfect love drives away all fear." It's just like a sheepdog that is taking care of the sheep and if a stray dog comes along, the sheepdog will drive it away. So God's perfect love will drive away all the fears.

Lucy
But what about curtains though?

Ruth
Well, if you look up up up to the very top of the curtain, there is a curtain rail which holds the curtain and it is fixed to the wall

Lucy
Oooh. I never knew that. So they're not really dancing in the air?

Ruth
No. So you're not afraid of curtains any more?

Lucy
No. But what about telephones?

Ruth
You just have to practise talking to someone on the telephone. I always have some paper and a pencil by the telephone so I can remember what they say. 

Lucy
And what about hoovers? 

Ruth
Well, it's OK to be a tiny bit scared of hoovers and anything that works by electricity. Then that means you'll always be careful and make sure that you do not touch anything electric when your hands are wet or anything like that.

Lucy
And what about my teacher?

Ruth
Why are you scared of your teacher?

Lucy
When I do naughty things.....

Ruth
(Laughs) Well Lucy, don't do naughty things! Just remember that verse. Can you say it?

Lucy
"Perfect love drives away all fear."

Ruth
Very good. Shall I put my arm round you? 

Lucy 
Yes, please 

Ruth 
Do you feel safe now because my arm is round you? Remember God's arms are always round you, and His arms are much bigger and safer than my arms.

Thinking time
Let's just think about how great and powerful Jesus is. Let's think about how God made everything, and he is in charge of the wind and the waves. Let's remember that God looks after each one of us. Everybody is important to him. When we go to sleep at night, let's remember that God is there, taking care of us. 

Prayer
Thank you Lord / that you love us so much. / You are so big and so strong. / Please help us / when we feel afraid. / Help us to know / that you are always with us. / Amen

