
Treetops Stage 11 

Robot Childminder 

1. Look at page 6. Why was it lucky that Dale’s grandpa was a famous 

inventor? 

________________________________________________ 

2. What did Mrs Smart know would happen if she told Clarence to 

wear a dress? 

________________________________________________ 

3. Find three phrases which tell you about the passage of time on pages 

12, 18 and 25. 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

4. On page 13, how did Dale know that Mrs Smart was the woman 

who told Clarence to wear a dress? 

________________________________________________ 

5. Why do you think Mrs Smart telephoned and emailed Clarence 

instead of just speaking to him? 

________________________________________________ 

6. Look at page 24. Do you think the two men who stole Mrs Smart’s 

bag were really thieves? Why? 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

7. In the “About the Author” section on page 32, what does the author 

say made him want to write this story? 

________________________________________________ 



Treetops Stage 11 

Robot Childminder 

1. Look at page 6. Why was it lucky that Dale’s grandpa was a famous 

inventor? 

Because he invented Clarence the robot. 

2. What did Mrs Smart know would happen if she told Clarence to 

wear a dress? 

He would embarrass Dale at school. 

3. Find three phrases which tell you about the passage of time on pages 

12, 18 and 25. 

On Monday 

Over the next few days 

The next day 

4. On page 13, how did Dale know that Mrs Smart was the woman 

who told Clarence to wear a dress? 

It was a woman with a pointy nose and Mrs Smart had such a 

nose. 

5. Why do you think Mrs Smart telephoned and emailed Clarence 

instead of just speaking to him? 

Dale had told Clarence not to speak to her. 

6. Look at page 24. Do you think the two men who stole Mrs Smart’s 

bag were really thieves? Why? 

Open, no, Dale and Clarence had planned for this very event the 

night before. 

7. In the “About the Author” section on page 32, what does the author 

say made him want to write this story? 

He read about a Japanese robot that could do housework. 

 


